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Sirhan Bishara Sirhan, 
'the 24-year-old accused as- 
sassin of Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, is a Jordanian by de- 
scent, a Greek Orthodox 
Christian by religion, a Pa- 
lestinian by birth, and a res- 
ident of the United States 
by choice. He appears to be 
a man of no nationality. 

Five feet five inches tall, 
120 pounds in weight, curly- 
haired, swarthy, speaking 
with a slight continental ac- 
cent, Sirhan was described 
today by a former employer 
as “opposed to the Vietnam 


war, in favor of riots — but 
not a member of ainy group. 
He was a very proud man. 
He wanted to be recognized 
by the world.” 

The employer, John H. 
Weidner, owner of the Or- 
ganic Health Food Store in 
Pasadena, Calif, for whom 
Sirhan worked as a $2-an- 
hour stockboy from Sept. 24, 
1967, to March 7, described 
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Sirhan as “very ambitious 
and well-spoken.” He said 
the young immigrant — whom 
whom he described as a 
friend, as well as an employ- 
er — appeared to have no 
close friends, either male or 
female. 

None of the legions of 
journalists and policemen 
looking into the background 
of the accused has been able 
to unearth close friends or 
associates. Apart from Sir- 
han’s immediate family, 
Weidner is — to date — the 
best disinterested witness. 

He said Sirhan hated 
Jews, an apparent legacy 
from the 194SHalestine war 
when Sirhan said he saw 
Arabs killed by Israelis. 
Weidner said Sirhan “liked 
the law — and the courts.” 
He gave this account of a 
dispute with Sirhan, which 
ended in termination of em- 
ployment: 

The dispute arose over a 
delivery schedule, Weidner 
had one opinion, Sirhan an- 



other, and it ended when 
Sirhan called his boss a 
“1 i a r.” Then he q u i t. 
Shortly thereafter, Sirhan 
demanded $300 severance 
pay, which Weidner refused. 

Sirhan insisted on taking 
the matter before a Califor- 
nia labor commissioner. 
Weidner agreed, and on 
April 24 Los Angeles Labor 
Commissioner M. A. Myers 
heard the case. He found for 
Weidner. 

Sirhan’s supposed fascina- 
tion for law and the courts 
is partially substantiated by 
his attitude with the Los An- 
geles police. When first ar- 
rested, he steadfastly re- 
fused a lawyer — apparently 
on the assumption that .he 
would make his. own de- 
fense. He spoke amicably — 
“very cool, very calm, very 
stable, and quite lucid,” ac- 
cording to Police Chief 
Thomas Reddin — but would 
not speak of the shooting, 
nor of the events that led up 
to it. 

According to Lt. Jack 
Eberhardt, an aide to Red- 


din, Sirhan spoke enthusias- 
tically about a sensational 
local murder case last year, 
in which a Los Angeles 
County deputy district attor- 
ney was convicted of killing 
his wife and her lover. Sir- 
han brought up the matter 
several times, according to 
Eberhardt, and was inter- 
ested in whether the con- 
victed murderer, Jack 
Kirshke, would win freedom 
in his appeal. 

Apparently at the urging 
of A1 Wirin, chief counsel 
for the American Civil Lib- 
erties Union in Southern 
California, Sirhan has now 
agreed to retain a lawyer. 

But the picture that has 
emerged of Sirhan is far 
from definitive. The known 
facts are meager enough: 

Records of the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization 
Service give his birth date 
as March 19, 1944, in Jordan. 
He arrived in New York 
City, with his father, Bis- 
’hara Salameh Ghatas Sir- 
han, and his mother, Mary 


Bishara Sirhan, three broth- 
ers and a sister, on Jan. 12, 
1957. 

The family apparently 
moved shortly thereafter to 
Pasadena’, where Sirhan at- 
tended the John Muir High 
School. He is said to have 
been a good student, a mem- 
ber of both the junior and 
senior councils, and a mem- 
ber of the ROTC. A class- 
mate has described him as 
“polite, clean, and an A-l 
student.” 

The classmate, Christian 
Ek, 23, a Swede, said in 
Stockholm that Sirhan 
“dreamed of being some- 
thing big in Jordan.” in Sai- 
gon, another classmate, Lt 
William A. Spaniard, 24, of 
Pasadena, described Sirhana 
as “brilliant. He was study- 
ing Russian while everyone 
else was barely getting by in 
Spanish and English.” 

The charge of pro-Com- 
munism has been made, but 
not proved. Weidner said 
that Sirhan spoke of Amer- 
ica as “not really the place 


of freedom.” Was it better 
in Russia or China, Weidner 
asked? “One day, maybe,” 
Weidner said Sirhan replied. 
Los Angeles police have i 
said publicly and privately ! 
that there is no evidence to 
support a charge that Sir- 
han was a Communist. 

That he hated Jesw there 
is little doubt. “He was vio- 
lently pro- Jordan and anti- 
Israel,” said John Shear, 
who worked with Sirhan at 
Hollywood Park racetrack 
(where Sirhan was an exer- 
cize boy). “When there was 
trouble between Jordan and 
Israel, he would become in- 
flamed.’’ Shear’s statement 
is confirmed by Weidner. 

And there is the matter of 
the now-famous notebooks, 
quoted by the Los Angeles 
Mayor, Sam Yorty. Yorty 
said that Sirhan’s diary con- 
tained an entry last month ' 
that “Kennedy has to be as- 
sassinated before June 5, 
1968.” That is the first anni- 
versary of the Arab-Israeli 
war. 



